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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE y / )
&,
ADDRESS ONLY WASHINGTON 27N~ ////,é'ﬁ’f'l/

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

A

FE D 02 Februsry 5, 19490.

FENORANTUIM for the Reglomal Director, Reglon II:

Refarence 18 made to your memorasndum of Jaxmary 26 with which
e mmlosﬂ three copdes of the Forest Protsction Requirements
Heport for Homestend ¥ationsl Mmoment,

We are very glad to have this description of the area md ite

fire vmtaatian problems. The report has received the congmrre

of the thief of mrasm and I am ,Q.ad to approve it. Teo o

are returned herewith as reqested. I trust the recommendatis

emmm in the report will' be carried sut in ihe nrotsciie
et of the xres.

e B.Fe 1T
Reg10na.1 Offlce (Morument files)!
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~ PORIST PROTECTION HEUIREMENTS REPORT

far -
Hmambor, 1939

INPRODUCTION

_ Homestesd Natiomx. Monument, an area of 160 acres, was es-
 %ablished Jamary 3. 1936 by the Searetary of the Interiar
‘saant o authority veeted in him by she Act of 1936. ‘This par~
ticular quarter sestiom of land was chosen by reason of the fact
that it was the first homestead to be taken up under the Act of

May, 1862. It is typical eastern Nebraske prairie land witi% aaep
‘soll cepable of prodmin@ o::ullaat vogetative mﬁh.

“‘ke enﬂ:m ared esn be el |
fire hezerd. Dead ani dows mt-ﬂael %P i
on the: forest floor snd Lence the primipa : mm 1
firea. Previcus to sequisition by the Government muck ar ¥
was under cultivation and consequantly, fuel for grass fires
not abundant. However, with tle restorstion of original condi-
“-tiona the denger ficer thls type of fire will Ge incressed mater-
- ially snd uxﬁm dm&ms fire hagard eonditions large ucﬂm
- eould be burned over in a short pericd of time.

SEOTION 1
LOCATION _AND_GENERAL_DESCRIPTION

The Homestead Mutionel Monument is locsted in Gage County,
Hebraska, 100 miles southweat of Omahs and 3f miles norSlwest: of
Besatrice on Cub Ureek. Nebreake Jtate Higlway Ho. 4 leeds from.
Beatrice to the Momment and cuts Mwmur saross. the Nopth 40
in a northwesterly direetion. X graded county road extends &Lang
the west boundary of the soutliwest 40. The remsinder of the area
is bounded by high quality farmiand, whioll for the most part iy
insensively oultiveted. The terrain is practiceXly lewel with a
slight rise in elewation tomard the emat. COub Creek, a smell




meandering stream enters the Monument at the northeest corner
of the North "40" end contimues in ez extremely I l&r comrae,
crosaing into private lands at times and fianally ls -

area at the southwest cormer. This stresn floods annus m and
hns caused a2 considerable smount of erosion.

stood thnt 'sentatiw plans eall ror tha rsstmtten af ha orig~
inal eabin, a museum and a service group which S.ucludes 8 eustodi— '
an's dwelling. o

met&%ﬁ'of Cover . -~ Approximately 22% of the araa ‘1a ‘cow
s e vk Y ered with & Nardwood :’craat,_-_ yp:le
this section of - e-»‘eountrr ek is the dominent species with
liberal sprinkling of slm, blaek walnut, hackberry, red meple,
cottonwood, boxeldsr, Osage orange, snd honey locust being preas-
ent to complete the stand. ¥hile there aress limited number of -
large sized specimens present, the mejority of the tr
6.to 12" in dismeter. The éaup Tieh wzl ia- e,@nanai
lent growth end the prsa'v ) ' : :

are of large &iam

smm ngs were pIann faring  £h
bring the: atend back to its arigin
Practically all of the remining
ous species of netive grasses with some adm
of weeda. These grasses are not the resul
ceme in neturally when the land was retired f
corn two years ago. Pressent plans esll for
r-:mﬂ e bluesten: ama whoa: mis nn been: mcm‘

from grass fim The appmxmats pareeuﬂagoa and aomgen or ve=:
getative types are as followa:

Oak 18% (29 acres)
Bleek YWalput
Americsn Blm
Cottonwood
Heckberry
Red Meple:
Honey Locust
Soxelder
Osage Orange
Grasslsnd - 76% (122 seres)
Herbacaous 2% (3 aores)

cwmemw 4% (8 acres)

Nenrt Tt e Yt Vet Pl St g



- forest. rloar with vm linln ram.lr im?lnmable matorial pm

Fire Hazard - After a eareful conslderation of the fac-
tors inwlwd it is bal_ ' rj,tha' _-;rating

medium®. Gress rzma ‘are tho mst aariuus pro :
fires spread rapidly under hazardous weather gondit :
libood of oocurrence is not great. "Burning off"™ is a a ,
tice by the surrounding farmers but extreme cere is used %o
fires from spresding to adjoining properties. Therefors, the dan.
gar from fires ori.g!nnzins cutside the ares is kept %o & minimnm

o Intonsiva grazing in the forested area and the practice of
ing all dead and. down meterial for fusl has resulted in e clesen

"“ha approximate rual typma ars rated as rellm

Yory hi_gh rate of spread (areas in which
one men c¢an pormelly contrel & fire
if ke arrives one~half hour after it
B-’h&ﬂl‘)‘ ' ,

High anaré Ca' ess fn one-half to ome
hour control: zonw)

Mediua Hazerd (arees in one ta two . hour
cmntrel zana)

Low Hagerd (aress in two to four hour
cantrol zone}

Fo authentiec records relating to precipitation are available
for the area but the generally excellent agriculturel crops in the-
immediate vicinity are evidence of considerable mainfell. Howsver,
this loaslity, like many others in this section of the middle west,
u m&:oﬂ ta acaesienul muru andt pmlmo& &rmsuﬁn aueh as og~

The dansar rrem mn-eanm fires is not great. Aa ‘prwimlyf
stated, the farmers adjacent to the area are fire comsoious and are
very careful not to allow fires to apread to adjoining properties.
‘Thile no figures sre available regarding tke number of visitors to
the Monument, it is known thet thers were very few during 1989. Un-
questionably thers will be & grest ineresss as development contin-
ues and the area becomes better known, but it is doubtful thet this
inerezse will creeate much added danger. Visitors cen view prac-
tically the entire area from the rosd and since very few, if any,
treils will be consetructed, 1% is preobable that moet of the people
will limit their visits to the museum and cabin.




Fire Decurrence

History - o record of any fires oceurring on lm ,
area is svailable. However, th '8 8]

ple avidence that fires have occcurred in the form of fim ear

the sxisting trees but it is also likely that those fires were de-

liberately 2et in Line with the policy pravalent in this aeethm

of "burning off"“.
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SECTION 2

=

PRESENT PRQ“EGTIW PROB Ei5) AND PQAG@ISWQ

“

Bomestead Netionml mxmment is ay pmmmt \mﬁw the: adminis-
ﬁmtmn e:‘ the Rmmml afﬁca wzth no euatodzan agpaigted as yot.,

Aaido rzan the gunds prwtmly mnﬁmx, >
no pm'aieal improvunents whatever exist

Mcm Imgmmant o

On t‘ha ares.

?irc Bamtien

mntha, .&yril ¥ ﬁa &a
aree but st the temi
ferred.
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- and fell when the grasses ars cured. Tor eztan&ed*_h

SEGTION 3
FORUST PIRE 7

Proteation Peraanml
Re 3 iumentu ‘ -

this aree 1& ﬂa b& reat&md te ﬁ& emor na ai,f'ne re,
uon poraenml oﬂwz thsn a austadian 13 raemanﬁeﬁ.

| pmvi&e ‘ad&aﬂ pré%oétion, tt 1& pmbable that thu posnian b
filled principally during the pericd of the lowest fire hage
Daring nosmel years the highest hazard exists during th

;oriaaa the emplaymmt of. an eamrgam‘ £

PM%‘ in] tial aatism ho eak.eu sﬁmo gmaa ﬂma will tmder «é 8 e
sonditions, spread rapidly.

cumnnicw.tnn - an existing teleplions line follows. smm

Highwey No. 4 making it a simple mf., er
to prmao camunicetion to Bestrice and the nesrbdby furms m 'srm
event additional sseistancs is needad.

2 The most important requirement is that
the ocustodien recedve full instruetions

regarding the importense of f'ire protection snd the necessity for
prompt iniviel action. Instructions should alse We given regerding



por method of combating fires. The oust
eperation from the locel farowmss in preventi

mmmmﬁéam* xxumm&t:
fall flre ssasam and mehhamiy

mﬁﬂWﬁmw&Mfmmmiﬁmﬁrwm&ﬁ
Foreatyye

Prisrity Quantity Bquipment Item Este Cosb
3

Srenants T - mmrmMma*mmmmr

Y ke smiﬁ,ﬁ eormmmndations 1w
garding insset oroblem and sentrel reguiraments “hut 16 im nob T
Twwved mmm&mmwww@mm Miammm
ﬁmﬁimdnmgmmﬁ»“ o Covermant scqpiisition,
cor hawe haemfal forest inssete Yeen pressub m&mg The past three
years of Government ownership .
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General view of almost the entire area showing forest
growth along Cub Creek in the background. Cultivated
sectlion in the foreground is the result of seeding
operations during the summer of 1939,
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View of Cub Creek showing sparse hardwood growth,




Typical-sparSe forest cover with some new plaxn
‘ in the foreground. Intensive grazing has kept reé:
production to a minimim,

Many large stumps give evidence of excellent:
original forest cover. With protection from

fire and grazing excellent vegetative growth
can be expected.
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